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A LESSON IN LEARNING TO TRUST GOD 

 

“’My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’  declares the Lord.”  

(Isaiah 55:8) 

 

August 31
st
, 1997, was my last official day in the U.S. Navy.  It was also on that day, a Sunday, 

that I preached at Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church and the congregation voted to “call” 

me as their pastor.  Reflecting back on the 20
th

 anniversary of that eventful day, I thought about 

God’s declaration through the prophet Isaiah, that His ways are not my ways!   I certainly had no 

desire to leave the Navy, when early in 1997 the Bureau of Naval Personnel notified me that I 

would be retired by the end of the summer – a decision made by a Board that was making 

personnel cut backs.  Len and I both enjoyed Navy life, providing ministry to young Sailors and 

Marines and their families, with the opportunity to literally “see the world” while we were doing 

it! 

 

I have referred to Jeremiah 29:11 a number of times in sermons, that God has a plan for our 

future; and I have spoken about God’s “big picture” for our lives when we wonder why things 

happen the way they do – especially, when things don’t happen the way we want them to.  I’ve 

talked about trusting God’s plan, and at the time we were told I had to leave the Navy, Len and I 

prayed for the strength to trust.   August 31
st
, 1997, we were only just beginning to see God’s 

hand at work in our lives in ways that would bring amazing blessings that we could never have 

imagined 6 months before when we were faced with leaving the only life that we had known for 

the 24 years of our marriage.   

 

My ministry at Lower Marsh Creek turned out to be extremely rewarding, and our family grew 

to love our new “spiritual family” in the church.  We fell in love with Gettysburg, and built our 

retirement home there.  Our youngest daughter, Rachel, was able to complete her entire 

education – from pre-school through high school – in the Gettysburg School District, providing 

the stability that her older brother and sister never enjoyed, moving every 2 years in the Navy.  I 
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have gone on to enjoy numerous ministry opportunities since retiring as Pastor of Lower Marsh 

Creek, including the opportunity God has given me to serve the congregation at McConnellsburg 

United Presbyterian Church.  Your love and support has been a tremendous source of 

encouragement to me.   

 

I don’t know what the future holds, but I do know the One who holds the future; and I believe He 

has a good and perfect plan for my life, and for the life of the MUPC church family.  Certainly, 

your journey in search of a new pastor has been long and difficult, and not exactly the way you 

have wanted it to be.  Think about the lesson in trusting God, that Len and I had to learn, and 

remember the word of the Lord from Isaiah – “your ways are not my ways”!   My prayer for the 

church family at McConnellsburg United Presbyterian Church on this 20
th

 anniversary of my 

retirement from the Navy, is that God will bless you in ways you could never imagine!                                                

Pastor Dale 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2-Anne Howard 

Jonas Arruanno 

3-Debbie Carbaugh 

Alyvia Newman 

5-Wayne MacDonald 

6-Becca Carlson 

Wes Newman 

7-Sarah Kimmel 

Hannah Kimmel 

9-Betsy Ingram 

13-Ferree LeFevre 

20-Mikayla Bailey 

23-Charles Williams 

24-Barbara Walker 

Jared Carlson 

30-Kyriana Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Concerns: Please be in prayer for 

those listed below and their families: Short 

Term:  Jane & Paul MacDonald,  

Gerald Peck, Audrey Mitchell,  

Greg Ramsey, Tammy (Gordon) Metz,  

Bill Vogel, Laura Metcalfe,  

Izzi Arevalo, & Ella Spriggs.  Long Term: 

PNC, Ben Faunce, Wayne McCoy,  

Nolan Heironimus, Anne Howard,  

Chas Howells (Son of Wes Howells), & 

Spence Perry. 

 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to the family of  

Fred Stenger. 
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August 3, 2017 

 

These are among the many projects your 

Trustees are doing to enhance our church. 

The church plaster walls are being repaired 

and painted. 

The Sanctuary HVAC (air-conditioning) is 

being updated and new insulation is being 

added to the ceiling. 

A steel beam is being installed in the CE 

building to stabilize it. 

The cracks in the exterior church brick walls 

above the windows are being repointed. 

The railings around the church have been 

refurbished and painted. 

The yellow curb line along Maple Street has 

been extended to allow safe disembarking of 

passengers. Don't park along the yellow 

lines. 

We will be installing four new signs near the 

borough to welcome people to our church. 

The new AED Defibrillator will be installed. 

We are continually looking ways to enhance 

our facilities. Suggestions are welcomed.  

Ron Mitchell, Secretary 

 

 

 
 

August 9, 2017 

 

Stanley Kerlin opened the meeting with 

prayer at 7 PM.  Also present were  

Barbara MacDonald, Patty Rhodes,  

April Leese, and Joyce Hornberger. 

 

June minutes were passed. 

 

Concerns and visits were discussed and 

prayer list updated. 

 

Ice Cream Social is to be held at Stanley 

Kerlin’s farm on August 27 at 6 PM.  The 

address is 25417 Decorum Road in Burnt 

Cabins.  Burgers and hot dogs will be 

provided.  People may bring covered dishes 

or dessert to be enjoyed with homemade ice 

cream.  Barb MacDonald will coordinate 

with Carolyn Kerlin as to what else the 

deacons need to bring. 

Benevolences 

Love’s Closet  $100 

Catholic Mission School Supplies $500 

Special Projects $1500 

American Red Cross $1500 

Personal Assistance $1000 

 

Next meeting will be September 6 at 7 PM 

in the Fellowship House. 

 

Patty Rhodes closed the meeting with prayer 

at 8 PM. 
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Session 
No Meeting in August 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 
 

Bell choir and Women's Ensemble will 

resume on Thursday, September 7. 

The Bells meet at 6:30 in the Fellowship 

Hall (downstairs) and the Women's 

Ensemble will meet in the sanctuary at 7:30. 

(We'll meet downstairs as well if they are 

still working upstairs.) 

We can always use new members or 

returning old members.  The bell choir can 

only run if we have enough people to fill the 

tables.  It's not as hard as it may seem and 

we are all happy to show you how. 

 

 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

2017-2018 SCHEDULE 

 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2017                  2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Janet Gordon & FaeAnna Heilig 

Program:  Hands & Feet of Hope 

 

OCTOBER 11, 2017                       2 PM FH 

Hostess:  LeeAnne Kendall &  

Carolyn Kneas 

Program:  Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 

 

NOVEMBER 8, 2017                     2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Marion Walker & Carolyn Kerlin 

Program:  God Gave Me You 

 

DECEMBER, 13, 2017                   2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Mary Ott & Helen Clusman 

Program:  Christmas Program 

 

JANUARY 10, 2018                       2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Debbie Reed & Donna Ankney 

Scotland Trip 

 

FEBRUARY 14, 2018                    2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Soup Night 

Program:  Infant Kits for Central Mennonite 

Committee 

 

MARCH 14, 2018                           2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Soup Night 

Program:  Bible Study 

 

APRIL 11, 2018                              2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Soup Night 

Program:  Becky’s Choice 

 

MAY 9, 2018                                  2 PM FH 

Hostess:  Joyce Hornberger & 

Barb MacDonald 

Program:  Women of the Bible 

 

JUNE 13, 2018 

Salad Luncheon at Marion Walker’s Home 

Hostess; Presbyterian Women 

Program:  Book Report 
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THANK YOU to all the volunteers who 

attended the training meeting for the 

defibrillator. We are grateful for those who 

will be available in case an emergency 

occurs. We thank Dr.Mandak who presented 

information and training for all who were 

present. We again thank the anonymous 

donor of the defibrillator. 

 

 

 

 

 
GLEANER DEADLINE  for the October 

issue is September 26,,2017.  Please 

submit your information by that day.  If 

you can’t email it, feel free to call or lay 

a hand written document on the 

secretary’s desk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
September Lectionary Readings 

 

 
Week of September 3 

13
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 3: 1-15 

Psalms 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45b 

Romans 12: 9-21 

Matthew 16: 21-28 

 

Week September 10 

14
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 12: 1-14 

Psalms 149 

Romans 13: 8-14 

Matthew 18: 15-20 

 

Week of September 17 

15
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 14: 19-31 

Psalms 114 or Exodus 15: 1b-11, 20-21 

Romans 14: 1-12 

Matthew 18: 21-35 

 

Week of September 24 

16
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 16: 2-15 

Psalms 105: 1-6, 37-45 

Philippians 1: 21-30 

Matthew 20: 1-16 

 

 

 

 


